UNG ASSHSTED 


Cr1sgo4a5555 | 
UNCLASSIF IERELEASED IN FUf" 


ROUTINE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
ARA/NEA REARCS 


PAGE O1 OF 0) CARACA 63703 G0 OF GI 141562 62355). $0644? 


ACTION: VE (62? 


INFO: = DRND (G2) RU (01) MAGN) JPL AOI) JR MDI) ARACOI) «PPC IDI? 
PPAIGI! OAS (OL) EPSC ICH) BEPSC ICL Sweel) Cotd2 EC ICL) 


“PE WT) BL UO1) §DCAR (BL) DEP iol) §«TdGY <n) 
gotennseseesseesatcir trees 14/18232 AY RO TOTAL COPIES: 626) 


ACTION ARA-O0 


IMFD LOG-00 ACDA-6B ACDE-CO AID-09 ACQ-60 BODE-00 DOEE-00 
SRPP-60 OS-3G = -UTED-09 H-C1 TEDE-50 NR-06 = LAB-2l 
L-00 = ADS-O9 = ARRC-BE -NSAE-O0 NSCE-G0 CHB-G1  DPIC-01 
PA-00 = PH-06 = PRS-08 = P-90 = SP-08 )=—sTRSE-00 1-00 
USIE-00 PHE-$0  OSCC-$6 PRH-St ORL-02 G-00  FRIC-@t 


SAS-00 019 
pooconseeeseesscncs BCSEFO 1416192 138 
R 1416082 DEC $8 
FH ANEMBASSY CARACAS 
10 SECSTATE WASHOC 2541 
NFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
ANEMBASSY QUITO 
ANEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY LA PAL 
ANENBASSY GEORGE TOWH 
UStNT KAVANA 
USCINCSOUTH MIAMI FC 
CiA VASHOG 
GIA WASHDE 


WNCLAS CARACAS @03703 


£.0, 12958: N/A 
TAGS: PGOVs PREL+ OASs USIA VE 
SUBJECT: OAS DECLARES DECEMBER 6 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION "CLEAN, 


FREE+ AND TRANSPARENT™ 


1. QU) THE VEMEZUELAK PRESIOEATIAL ELECTORAL PROCESS WAS CLEAN: 
FREE AHO FRANSPARENT ACCORGIRG TO OAS ELECTION OBSERVERS. WHILE 
NOTIHG SOME MINDR PROBLEMS, THE OAS OBSERVER GROUP DECLARED THE 
DECEMBER & PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION BEYTER ORGAHIZED AND MORE 
EFFIGIENT THAN THE NOVEMBER 8 RECIGHAL ELECTIONS. ON DECEMBER & 
THE OAS ISSUEG A PRESS RELEASE SHAT OISCUSSEO THE PLANING AND 
EXECUTION OF UTS OBSERVER MISSION FDR THE DECEMBER 6 PRESEOENTIAL 
ELECTION. THIS PRESS RELEASE WAS A FOLLOW-UP 10 A NOVEMBER 32 
COMMUNIQUE DESCRIBIRG OAS PREPARATIONS FOR THE ELECTIONS. BOTH 
COMMUHIQUES DESCRIBEO HOW THE OAS CARRIED OUT JTS OBSENVER HISSTON, 
INCLUDING OAS RELATIONS WITH THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL (CHE) 
AKB THE POLITICAL PARTIES: THE ESTABLISHMENT OF REGIONAL CENTERS 
ANO THE PLACEMENT OF OBSERVERS. AND DIRECT OBSERVATION OF THE 
OPENING: VOTIAGs AND CLOSING PROCEGURES AT THE POLLING STATIONS. 
THE FOLLOWING ARE UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATIGHS OF THOSE PRESS RELEASES. 


END SUMMARY. 


2, ly BEGIN TEXT: 


EY INVITATIGN OF THE GOVERMENT OF VENEZUELA AMO TRE NATIONAL 
ELECTORAL COUNCIL (CE). THE SECRETARY GENERAL DF THE ORCANIZATIDH 
OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) ESTABLISHED AN OBSERVATION MISSION TO 
HONETOR THE ELECTORAL PROCESS UNGER THE LEADERSH!P OF EDGARDG REIS, 


A BRAZILIAN CETIZEN WITH WAST EXPEREHCE IN OESER ATION WORK. THE 
HISSEON FIRST APRIVED EN VENEZUELA EM DCTOSER 1982. WEAT ON 19 
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OBSERVE THE NOVEMBER ELECTIONS: ANO HAS HAIKTAINED A PRESENCE SINCE 
THAT TIME. IM THE LAST FEW YEARS, THE OAS HAS PARTICIPATED IW 
ALMUST 40 ELECTION OBSERVER MISSIONS IN OVER 1$ WATIDKS iN THE 
HEMISPHERE. THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF TRE OAS, CESAR GAVIRIA RAS 
BEEN PRESEAT FOR THE ELECTIONS, 


SIXTY-FIVE MEMBERS OF THE ELECTORAL OBSERVER MISSION. COXSISTING OF 
CITIZENS FRON NINETEEN GAS MENBER NATIONS (ARGENTINA, BARBADOS, 
BOLIViAy BRAZIL, CANADA: COLOMBIA» COSTA RICA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: 
ECUADOR, GUATEMALA» MEXICO, NICARAGUA PARAGUAY, PERU, SPAIN 
SURINAME? TRINIDAD ANG TOBAGO. THE UNITED STATES AND URUGUAY) 
OBSERVED THE DECEMBER 6 PRESHDEHT/AL ELECTION JN THE REPUBLIC. OF 


VENEZUELA. 


THE OAS NISSION SET-UP HEADQUARTERS iN CARACAS: AND SATELLITE 
OFFICES iM THE CETIES GF LOS TEQUESs SAN FERNANDO, BARINAS: 
HARACAISO: BARQUISINETO> VALEHCIA CUMANA, PUERTO LA CRUZ, C)UDAD 
BOLIVAR: AND MERIDA. UPOH ARRIVALs OBSERVERS ESTABLISHED CONTACT 
WITH ELECTORAL AUTHOR: TIES POLITICAL PARTY REPRESENTATIVES, THE 
ARHEO FORCES, MEDIA AND GENERAL PUBLIC TO OBSERVE THE GELIVERY OF 
ELECTION MATERIALS. OBSERVERS ALSO MET WITH THE PRINCIPAL 


CANDIDATES ANG THE CHE. 


ON DECEMBER 6» OBSERVERS WERE PRESENT DURING VOTING TABLE 
INSTALLATION ARG FOLLOWED THE VOTING PROCESS THROUGHOUT THE DAY. 
MOREOVER, THEY MOWITORED SHE CLOSING OF VOTING TABLES AND THE 
COMPUTERIZED VOTING MACHINES. OBSERVERS THEN PROCEEOED 10 WATCH 
THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES AT THE REGIONAL OFFICES. 


THE COMPUTERIZED VOTING SYSTEM RECEIVED SPECIAL ATTENTION FROY 
OBSERVERS. USING THESE RESVETS ALONG WITH THE RESULTS TAKER 

MANUALLY FROM A FEW TABLES: THE GAS KUSSIGH MADE 13S DWM POCTION 
FOR iNTERWAL VSE ABOUT THE POSSIBLE GVTCOME OF THE VOTE WSihe THE 
RAP}D COUNT MECHANISM), THIS PROJECTION SERVED AS & CBMPARISON FOR 
THE ACTUAL RESULTS. THE REPORT FROM THE OBSERVERS AND THE RESULTS ~ 
OF THE (NTERMAL PROJECTION WILL BE INCLUDED iq A REPORT FROM TRE . 
OAS SECRETARY GENERAL PRESENTED AT THE CONCLVSION OF THE ELECTORAL 


PROCESS. 


GIVE THE OBSERVER INFORMATION AS OF THE TIME OF TAIS PUBLICATION: 
THE OAS ELECTORAL OBSERVER MISSION WISHES 10 COMMUNICATE THE 


FOLLOWING: 


=> TABLE (HSTALLATION: THE VAST MAJORITY OF TABLE (NSTI1L ATION 
OCCURREG AFTER THE PRESCRIBED TIME (6:09 AM). THIS CAUSED A SLIGHT 
DELAY (BETWEEN A HALF AN HOUR TO AN HOUR 1H MOST GASES), WHICH WAS 
SUBSTANTIALLY LESS TRAN THE DELAYS IW INE MOVEMBER 8 ELECTION. 
VOTING PROGEEGES #N AN ORDERLY MAMNER OVE IN PART TO THE FACT THAT 
VOTERS WERE FANICIAR WITH THE LOCATION OF THE VOTING TABLES) AND 
THAT THEY WERE ONLY SELECTING BNE CAXDIDATE ANO OHE POLITICAL 
PARTY. MINOR PROBLEMS WERE OBSERVED AT THE BEGINNING OF LHE DAY 
WITH RESPECT TO THE CONFIGURATION OF VDTING TABLES, SOME TABLE 


WORKERS: CHOSEN BY LOT. DID HOT SNOW UP AT THE SPECIFIED TIHE AND 
HAD [0 8& REPLACEG. 


=~ VOTING: ELECTIONS TOOK PLACE IN A CALM AND DPOERLY ENVIRONMENT 
OEMONSTRATING THE VEMEZUELANS CIVIC AND GEMOCRATIC PRIDE. 17 GOULO 
HOT BE VERIFIED DURING THE VOTING» KETTHER AT THE TABLES NOF 


OUTSIDE THE VOTING STATIONS: THAT ARY !NCONVENIENCES. EVENTS: 
INCIDENTS THAT HIGHT HAVE FMPEDED THE NORMAL PROCESS» OR CASES OF 
VOTER INTIMIDATION OCCURRED. VOTER PARTICIPATION WES SICHIFICANTLY 
HIGHER TRAN IN THE REGIONAL ELECTIONS OR THE LAST PRESHDEKT HAL 
ELECTION. THE CYCLE OF LOW VOTER PARTICIPATION TNAT H8D BEEN 


OBSEPLED IN PREVIOUS MATION ELECTIONS WAS BROFEN, 
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(REPUBLIC PLAN) WERE PRESENT (N ALL OBSERVATION SITES AND HELPED 
EASE THE FHSTALLATION PROCESS AND ORGANIZE THE VOTE. 1H SOHE 
RECENT ELECTIONS THEIR PRESENCE {NFERFERED WITH THE SECRECY OF THE 
VOTING PROCESS, IN THIS ELECTION) THE HISSHON 010 HOF OBSERVE ThE 
CHULTARY TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THEIR POSITION TO INFLUENCE OR 


MANIPULATE THE VOTE. 


~~ DESPITE A SOMEWHAT LENGTHY FRDEIVIOUAL VOTING PROCESS (THE 
PROCESS OF VOTER IDENTIFICATION, VOTER AND BALLOT REGISTRATIOH 
IDENTIFICATION OF THE BALLOT SECURITY STUB» VOTING» AND RETURH OF 
THE 10 CARD)» VOTING WENT VERY SMOOTHLY IN THE OBSERVED VOTIHG 
STATIOKS. HO FRREGULARITIES THAT COULD AFFECT. THE TRANSPARENCY OF 


THIS PROCESS WERE NOTED. 


IN GENERAL: THERE WAS A VAST IMPROVEMENT IN COMPARISON WITH THE 
NOVEMBER 8 ELECTIDNS TNANKS TO BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
TECHNOLOGY, MORE EXPERIENCED TABLE WORKERS, ANO THE HASSES DF 
VOTERS THAT ARRIVED AT THE POLLING STATIONS EARLY. 


-- ERREGUEARITIES: THE MISSION DETECTED SOME SHALL PROBLEMS WITH 
RESPECT 10 THE PRINTING ON THE BALLOTS. iN THE MUNICIPALITY DF EL 
RECREO: IN SAN FERWANGO DE APURE, ROUGHLY 4DG BALLOTS WERE QUICKLY 
REPLACED DUE TO POTS HANK DOTS) NEAR THE VOTING OVALS. 


~~ POLITICAL WITNESSES: THE PRESENCE OF FEWER POLITICAL WITNESSES 
HELPEG STEM PREVIOUS COMPLAINTS ABOUT CONGESTION IN VOTING 
STATIONS, PARTY WITHESSES WERE LIMJTEG TO TWO OR THREE 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM KEY POLFTICAL PARTIES BUT» IN THE OPINION OF 
THE MISSED) THIS RESTRICTION OID WOT AFFEGT TRE ABILITY TO OBSERVE 
THE VOTING PROCESS. 


-- MACHINES: THERE WERE WO DIFFICULTIES OBSERVED DURING TNE VOTING 
Gay WSTH THE FUNCTIONING OF THE VOTING MACHINES OR WITH THE 
PRINTERS, SMALL PROBLEMS THAT AROSE WERE QUICKLY RESOLUEO.- THE 
INCIOENCE OF THESE PROBLEMS, HOWEVER, NIO NOT AFFECT THE HORMAL 
FUNCTION OF THE VOTING HOR THE OBSERVATION, 


-- COQTS: THE COMPLAINTS RECEIVED DEFORE THE ELECTION AND 

THOSE DURING AND REGAROING THE ELECTION DAYs EITHER WERE OR WILL BE 
JRAHSMITIED TO ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES AND WILL BE TRACKED AS 10 THE 
ACTIONS TAKEN IM EACH CASE. AS OF THE RELEASE DATE OF THIS . 
GOCUMENT, THE MISSION HAD NOT RECEIVED ANY FORMAL COMPLAINT ABCUT 
TRE DECEHBER G ELECTION. NOWEVER. THE MISSION DID RECEIVE 
INFORMATLONAL GOPIES OF COMPLAINTS PRESENTED DIRECTLY ¥O THE 
ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES. 


-+ COMPUTATION: THE ROUTINE ACTIVITIES OF THE OAS DBSERVER Mission 
INCLYDEO THE PRODUCTION OF A PARALLEL UGTE CALCULATION A 

STATISTICAL SAMPLE THAT ALLOWED HONJTORING AND EVAL UAT 08 OF THE 
RESULTS. GHUEN THE PRINTED COMPUTER REPORTS AND THE ANHOUNCEMENTS 
BY ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES: TNE OAS CAH CERTIFY THE TRAHSPARERCY OF 
THE COMPUTER VOTING PROCESS. THE OFFICIAL CNE RESULTS USE THE 
METHODOLDGY DESCRIBED ADOVE. : 


~~ DVHER OBSERVATIONS: THE RECENT CHANGES IN SOME POLITICAL PARTIES 
CANDIGATES CAUSEO CHANCES IN THE TAteYiNG OF VOTES. HARKING OF 
HOPE THEW OHE DVAL ON THE BALLDY MADE THE VOTE MULL AND VOID. 
PRESIOENTS OF THE VOTING TABLES NOTSTIEO THE FOTERS OF THE WEED TO 


FEEL EN ONLY DNE OVAL. 


GIVEN THESE EVALUATIONS AND GESERUATIGNS, THE MiSStON CONSIDERS THE 
DECEMSER & ELECTIONS OF 1998 TO HAVE BEEN CLEAN: FREE AND 
TRANSPARENT, THE ELECTIONS DEMORSTRATE ONCE AGAIN THE CREAT CIUIC 
AND DEMCCRATIC SPIRIT OF THE VENEZUELAN PYBLiC. 


THE MISSION WISHES TO EMPHASIZE THE EXEMPLARY BCRAVIOR OF THE 
CUTEZENS WHICH GONTRIDUTED FO TRE COKSOLIBATION OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
SYSTEM. fURTHERRORE) THE OAS WENTS 7D RECOGNIZE THE CHE AND 
PEGIONEL ELECTORSL COUNCIES FOR ThEIP EFFGRIS TO GPSEKIZE ThE 
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ELECTORAL PROCESS. ESPECIALLY IN HOHENTS IN WHICH THE HEW SYSTEM OF 
VOTING AND COMPUTING STATIONS WAS IMPLEMENTED, MOREOVER, If NOTES | 


"THE FUHDAMENTAL PART THAT THE ARMED FORCES PLAYED WIA TRE PLAH 


REPUBLICS. 


JO ALL OF TNESE GROUPS» AND THE GOVERNMENT OF VEKEZUELA YNOER 
PRESIOENT RAFAEL CALDERA THE MISSIQN EXPRESSES iTS GRATITUDE FOR 
THE FACILITIES DONATED TD DEVELOP OBSERWER AGTIVITIES, THE OAS 
HAILS THE CONSTRUCTIVE PARTICIPATION OF THE MEDIA {N INFORMATION 
DISSEMINATION ANO VOTER EMPOWERMENT. FINALLY, THE MISSION THANKS 
THE VENEZUELAN PEOPLE FOR THE TRUST ANG WARM RECEPTION FOR THE SAS 
ELECTORAL OBSERVATION MISSION. 


THE OAS WISHES TO EXPRESS ITS GRATITUDE 10 THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 


UNITED STATES FOR HTS SIGNIFIGANT CONTRIBUTION TOWARD FUNDING THIS 
MISSION. OAS WISHES TO EXPRESS EQUAL GRATITUDE 70 THE CANAQIAN 


GOVERNMENT FOR HTS ASSISTANCE. 
CARACAS, VENEZUEL Ay DECEMBER G+ 1998. 
ENO TEXT 


J. W) NEGIN TEXT: 


THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) ELECTORAL OBSERVER 
HISSHON NAS BEGUN [7S PREPARATIONS TO HONTTOR THE ELECTORAL PROCESS 
IN VEHEZVELA DURING THE OECENDER 6 PRESIOENTIAL ELECTIONS. ROUGHLY: 
78 OBSERVERS AKG DATA TECHAICUANS, MEN AND WOHEN FROM 29 MEMBER 
HATUONS IARGENTIHAr BARBADOS, BOLIVIA: DRAZIL» CANADA, COLOMBIA: 
GOSTA RIGA DOMINICAW REPUBLIC, EGUAOOR» GUATEMALA, MEXICO, 
HICARACUA, PARAGUAY: PERU, SPAbNe SURINAME, TRINJOAD AND TOBAGOr 
INE UNFTED STATES AWO URUGUAY) HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED 70 1) KEY 
REGIONS. OBSERVER HEADQUARTERS WILL BE BASED IN CARACAS, AND 
SMALLER OFFICES WILL DE IN LOS TEQUES, SAN FERWANDO, BARINAS« 
MARACAIBG, BARQUISIMETOs VALENCIA CUMANAr PUERTO LA CRUZ CIUDAD 


BOLIVAR: AND MERIDA. 


THE FIRST GROUP OF REGIOHAL OBSERVER COOROIRATORS HAVE ALREADY MET 
IN THEER RESPECTIVE OFFICES. OBSERVER ACTIVITIES, WHICH WILL COVER 
ALL OF THE STATES AS WELL AS THE FEGERAL DISTRICT ICARACAS)» WILL 
BE SIMILAR TO THE ELECTION ACTIVITIES CARRIED DUT DURING THE 


NOVEMBER 8 REGIONAL ELECT(GHS. OBSERVERS WICL BE IN CONSTANT 
CONTACT MHTN ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES: POLITICAL PARTIES, 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ARMEO FORCES. ANO THE CEMERAL CETIZENRY tH 
AODITION TO ACCOMPANYING CAMPAIGN ANB ELECTION ORGAN) ZATION 
REPRESENTATIVES. AWY COMPLAINTS OR FORMAL CLAIMS REPORTED TO THE 
MISSION WILL BE TRANSMITTED TO THE ELECTORAL AUTHORITIES AND 
SUDSEQUEHTLY MOM! TDREO. THE DAS PLANS TO PRODUCE AN INTERNAL 
REPORT ON THE ELECTIONS. FHIS ELECTION PREWEW WILL INCLYOE TRE 
RESULTS OF AN ANALYSIS OF THE COMPUTER SYSTEH AS WELL AS A 
PROJECTION OF VOTING TENDENCIES FOR TNE INTERNAL USE AT TRE OAS 


MISSION. 


AS OF HOVERSER 20+ THE MISSION. ESTAGLISHED BY SECRETARY GENERAL 
OR. CESAR GAUIRIA AKG AT TRE UMVITATION BY THE COVERKMEHT OF 
VENEZUELA AHD THE SUPREME ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL OF VEHEZUELA> HAS NOT 
RECEIVED ANY COMPLAINTS NOR CHARGES RELATIVE TO THE DECEREER 6 
ELECTORAL PROGESS. FURTHERMORE, THE MISSION KAS HOT DETECTED AKY 
PROBLEMS THUS FAG THAT WOULD HINDER CR THFERFERE (N ANY WAY WITH 
THE ELECTION OF THE KEXT PRESIDENT OF THE REPYBLIC. 


HR, EBGEPDO C. BESS» CHIEF SPECIALIST FOR JHE OAS DENOCRECY 
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PROMOTION WHIT WILL LEAD THE GROUP OF OBSERVERS. MR. REIS HAS : 
EXPERIENCE WITN VARIOUS ELECTION OBSERVER MISSIONS 1H STRER OAS 

EMBER NATIONS. TRE MISSION RELIES OM THE TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT OF THE COVERMMEHTS OF ARGENTINA: CANADA: AND TRE UNITED 

STATES. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES IS THE DLDEST REGIONAL 


ORGANIZATION IN THE KEMISPHERE AND RAS COMPLETED ALMOST 40 ELECTION 
OBSERVER MISSIONS IM OVER 15 NATIOHS IH RECEHT YEARS. 


END TEXT 
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